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Recreation and entertainment are an important component of 

the quality of life in Chelsea.

Community events are an assets to the Chelsea and the City 

should continue to support community events. 

The City should continue to provide and seek additional amenities 

to support visits to the Downtown. 

The City should continue to foster positive and functional 

relationships between the City Government, the DDA, and the 

Chamber of Commerce.

Park space is an important part of the quality of life in Chelsea.

Parks and open space should be a requirement of all new 

development in Chelsea.

All park and green space should be accessible park space and 

accessible to all Chelsea residents. 

All new development should include a plan to connect to existing 

or future pedestrian and bicycle facilities.  

The City should explore opportunities to obtain new public parks 

and open space.

Public, quasi-public, and private recreation and entertainment 

opportunities are important to the residents of Chelsea and the 

City should support their continuation or expansion.

Heritage and Culture Policies 
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People in the City note that one of the 
greatest aspects of Chelsea are their 
“warm and friendly neighbors.” 

The City of Chelsea is rich with heritage and culture. The heritage and culture 
of a city relates to the way of life in a community which is passed on from 
generation to generation, including customs, practices, objects, artistic 
expressions and values. This manifests in public art, historic buildings, annual 
events and traditions. In Chelsea this is represented by connections to the 
past through the active historic society and the historic downtown, public art, 
multiple community activities and events, and ultimately a strong sense of 
community identity and pride. The City’s heritage and culture are part of what 
makes Chelsea a unique place where people want to live. 

With just over 5,000 residents, in a relatively small geographic area of 
approximately 3.5 square miles, Chelsea is a very close knit community. People 
in the City note that one of the greatest aspects of Chelsea are their “warm 
and friendly neighbors.”  Residents have a strong connection to the community 
through their fellow community members and the various organizations and 
institutions within the area.  The scale of the City, the traditional neighborhood 
design, and community places and events make Chelsea conducive to engaging 
with fellow neighbors. Institutions like the library or the Chelsea Community 
School provide a venue for individuals to meet and interact through day to 
day activities and events common to those organizations.  The school facilities 
provide opportunities primarily for those families with school age children. 
The Chelsea District library is an important community foundation, centrally 
located in a historic building right on Main Street formerly the McKune House 
Hotel. The library is a focal point for the City both visually and as a gathering 
space. They host regularly programed library activities, special events, and 
offer a meeting space for various organizations. Additionally, there is a farmer’s 
market held two days during the week that not only bring residents out for 
the fresh locally grown foods, but for the experience and the opportunity to 
engage with others. 

Overview

Civic 
Opportunities

Members of the community have ample opportunity to become involved in one 
of many active civic organizations. There are a variety of fellowship and service 
groups that provide support to various elements of the community in ways 
which might include; fundraising, providing support to local establishments 
such as the library or the farmers market, organizing volunteers to engage 
with seniors, as well as supporting a variety of other community initiatives 
and philanthropic endeavors. Examples of other civic organization include 
the Chamber of Commerce, focused on advancing commerce to establish and 
maintain Chelsea as a premier community to live, work, and recreate, or the 
Chelsea Area Historic Society which is focused on gathering and preserving the 
Chelsea area’s abundant history. Additionally, there are organizations who are 
engaged in planning and facilitating local events and activities.   
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Events and 
Festivals

In Chelsea there are several events and festivals planned throughout the 
year, especially in the warmer months. The longest running is of course the 
Chelsea fair which started in 1937. There are two parades during the Chelsea 
Fair week. The Children’s Parade marks the opening of the Fair on Tuesday and 
the Chelsea Fair Parade marks the closing of the fair on Saturday. People from 
the City and the surrounding area look forward to this event which takes place 
at the Chelsea Fair Grounds each year in August. A newer very popular event 
is the Sounds & Sites program which includes live music at different venues 
every Thursday throughout the summer with a 3-day festival in late July which 
includes a car show, a chalk art contest and an art market. There are also other 
smaller events through the year.  All of these events are fun ways to celebrate 
community. Those that are set with downtown as the venue give people a 
reason to get out and enjoy the walkable city streets, go to local businesses, and 
meet up with friends and neighbors. Annual events give people something to 
look forward to. They also serve as an attraction to bring people into town from 
the larger region. In addition to bringing people into town to visit and support 
local business these events and festivals can also serve as an advertisement to 
display the best features of the community to people who may be looking to 
relocate.  

Arts
From the iconic Purple Rose Theater, a venue for high quality local theater, to the 
public art displayed throughout the downtown, to shops that provide a variety 
of art and artisan products, people recognize that Chelsea is a community that 
is known to support the arts. Not only does this create an inviting environment 
for artists, this notion that art is important to the community helps to set 
Chelsea apart from other areas. 

Public art is any installation, using any medium, displayed within the public 
realm, which is usually outside and accessible to all. The existence of public 
art helps to create a sense of place by providing a unique experiences and a 
unique environment. Activities like the sculpture walk celebrate the work 
being displayed in the community. 
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Chelsea residents are proud of their community and identify with various 
places and buildings within the City. The City, especially the downtown and the 
neighborhoods surrounding it, represent traditional community development. 
The historic buildings downtown and the historic homes are part of what 
give Chelsea its character and charm. Many of these buildings are of historic 
significance. The unique architectural styles and details of the building design 
lend to the sense of place.

Chelsea’s origins date back to the early nineteenth century. The beginnings 
of the built environment that we recognize as Chelsea today began with the 
first commercial structures built in 1850 in the downtown area. The area grew 
up around the railroad depot and the haul road which is now known as Main 
Street or M-52. In 2001 the downtown commercial district was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. The District includes 61 buildings that form 
the historic core of Chelsea’s downtown. Near the north end of the district are 
the Norfolk Southern Railroad tracks, historically part of the Michigan Central 
Railroad. The district focuses on Main Street, and includes properties on either 
side containing historic commercial, public, and institutional buildings. Also 
included are properties on Park Street, East and West Middle Streets, Jackson 
Street, and the former Glazier Stove Works complex in the northeast end of the 
district.

Residents and visitors celebrate the character and history of the City due to 
the preservation of historic buildings. Historic preservation is not just a tool 
to preserve old buildings for nostalgic sentiment, but the preservation and 
restoration of historic structures will also further other community goals such 
as economic development and environmental sustainability. 

The built environment represented by historic structures include dense 
residences, retail on the first floor of buildings on major walkable pedestrian 
oriented streets used to be the characteristic of cities throughout the United 
States. Some cities including Chelsea never lost these features in their core 
areas. Many communities now strive to recreate these environments because 
places that have this form and structure are the easiest to establish quality 
places where people want to be.

Historic 
Preservation

Historic 
Structures

The designation of historic districts allows for local control over development within these areas. For example, 
regulations may control where and in which style a new building may be constructed. This may also include maintenance 
or restoration of structures in order to preserve the look and feel of the district. The historic designation has been 
shown to have a positive impact on property values. The traditional downtown form is an attractive environment for 
entrepreneurs to establish new businesses, as well as housing choice for young professionals. 

The City has explored the possibility of creating an official historic district. The Historic District Commission was 
established and the Chelsea Historic Districts Ordinance was developed in 1997. Procedures were initiated to establish 
a historic district, however, the process was stalled and never revived. The City should make efforts to re-engage the 
Historic District Commission. Business owners and property owners in the proposed district should be involved to 
promote the establishment of this district. There are numerous examples and information which promote the benefits 
of such a district that can be used to educate the establishment of this district. The Historic District Ordinance must be 
reviewed and evaluated to ensure that it supports the current needs and initiatives of the community. 

In addition to protecting the historic character, building reuse has reduced environmental impact over new construction. 
While construction of a new building may be easier from a logistic standpoint, demolishing structures produces 
significantly more waste.  
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North Main Street
101 ZouZou's
102-104 The Village Shop
103 Gigi's Flowers
105 VFW
107 Village Hair Studio
110 Chelsea Village Hardware
113 Heydlauff's
114 Sylvan Building
118 Former Daniels Showroom
300 Glazier Welfare Building
310 Clock Tower Building
312 Gourmet Chocolate Cafe
314 Koch Optometry
318-320 Tree House

South Main Street
102 Chelsea Print and Graphics
103 Reed barbering
105 The Golden Apple
107-109 Vogel's and Foster's
108 Winan's Jewerly
110 Garden Mill
111 La Jolla
112-114 The Common Grill
113 Cleary's Pub
115 Vacant
117 Mission Marketplace
118 The Mule Skinner
119 Keusch and Flintoft
120 River Gallery
122 District Court
123-125 New Chelsea Market
200 Former U.S. Post Office
209 Merkel's
221 McKune Memorial Library

North East Street
301 Rockwell Spring

Jackson Street
102 Mack Building
110 Livery
122 Farmers' Supply
125 Depot
128 Glenda R. Warner

West Middle Street
103 Pierce's Pastries Plus
105 Bumbles Dry Goods
105 1/2 Jack and Son
106 In Chelsea Hair Design
107 Riemco Building Company
109 Law Offices
110 Seitz's Tavern
112 The Potting Shed
113 Serendipity Books
114 Mike's Deli
115 Rose Cottage
118-120 West Side Gym

East Middle Street
102 Susan Jacobs, CPA
104 Chelsea Police
105 Village Shops
108 Resale Bliss
110 David D. McLaughlin
112 Chelsea Village Flowers
118 Chelsea House Victorian Inn
121 First Congregational Church

Park Street
128 First United Methodist Church
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Adaptive reuse is the development of a new use for an older building or for 
a building originally designed for a special or specific purpose. Many of the 
existing historic buildings were designed for a different use than the market 
may support today. The goal is to re-purpose the building for a use that would 
benefit to the community such as commercial space, office space, or residential 
units.  

The struggle with adaptive reuse of buildings is the ability to meet current 
building code for the new use. While historic buildings tend to be structurally 
sound and exhibit the kind of architectural features, exterior design and 
building form for which communities might strive, the cost of upgrading 
electrical, plumbing, and fires suppression systems can become burdensome 
for future developers. However, there are a variety of programs and resources 
available to provide support to historic rehabilitation projects. Though putting 
a deal together to do a reuse project can me complicated, the City can make 
this an attractive opportunity by supporting or participating in the process. 
The historic designation is one important step that allow structures within the 
area to qualify for certain grant and loan programs. Additionally, the City can 
update the Zoning Ordinance to be less restrictive with land use regulations 
which would incentivize developers to consider rehab projects.

Adaptive Reuse 
of Buildings

Clock Tower Plaza is a great example of adaptive reuse. Not only does 
it preserve a unique and iconic building, it creates interesting new 
commercial and office spaces that can be attractive to new businesses. 
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Recreation and entertainment are an important component of 

the quality of life in Chelsea.

Chelsea should continue to support community events- an 

important asset to the City. 

The City should continue to provide and seek additional amenities 

to incite visits to Downtown. 

The City should continue to foster positive and functional 

relationships between the City Government, the DDA, and the 

Chamber of Commerce.

Park space is an important part of the quality of life in Chelsea.

Parks and open space should be a requirement of all new 

development in Chelsea.

All park and green space should be usable park space and 

accessible to all Chelsea residents. 

All new development should include a plan to connect to existing 

or planned pedestrian and bicycle facilities.  

The City should explore opportunities to obtain a necklace of 

public parks and open space around the outer perimeter of the 

City.

The City should support public, quasi-public, and private 

recreation and entertainment opportunities.

Recreation and Entertainment Policies 
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Recreation and entertainment can include anything from parks or pathways, 
to places where you can get a great meal, meet up with friends, or see live 
entertainment. Chelsea has exhibited a commitment to providing great 
opportunities for both recreation and entertainment for its residents and 
members of the larger regional community. Similar to the discussion in other 
sections of this document, Chelsea’s position as a regional center makes it 
the natural location to provide such opportunities for the area. However, 
there are many unique features that have helped Chelsea maintain this status 
in the region and even propel the City to the forefront as a destination for 
entertainment. 

In addition to Chelsea’s most famous entertainment venue, the Purple Rose 
Theater, there are restaurants and events that draw people from, not only 
the immediate surrounding communities, but the larger region as well. While 
the arts culture in the community may relate more towards the heritage 
and cultural theme in this document, the presence of this culture supports 
the entertainment value of the community by helping to create a unique 
community feel which adds an intangible richness to all experiences. Chelsea’s 
residents and public officials have embraced opportunities to make the 
City stand out as a destination for residents and visitors by supporting art 
and cultural opportunities, which are evident by the events that take place 
throughout the year, public art throughout the downtown area, and the unique 
Chelsea community website (http://chelseamich.com/). 

Chelsea has also shown a commitment to supporting and enhancing recreation 
opportunities in the community. The dedication of City officials and residents 
is evident based on the participation during the recent development and 
adoption process for the City’s 2015-2019 Parks and Recreation Plan and the 
continued work on implementation that has ensued following plan adoption. 
The plan describes the various existing facilities within the City and outlines 
goals for the enhancement and expansion of recreational facilities and 
opportunities within Chelsea. Many of the goals and initiatives identified in the 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan parallel and support the overall community 
goals identified in this document.

Overview
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Strong support by residents and community leaders has helped to develop and 
maintain a number of wonderful community events. There seems to be a culture 
in the community that understands and expects community events to be part 
of life in Chelsea. Chelsea has hosted the Chelsea Community Fair, hosted by 
the Chelsea Community Fair Board, since 1938 at the fairground located within 
the City. This is an event that residents and people from miles around cherish 
and look forward to every year.  The Fair brings hundreds of people into town 
for several days in August each summer to experience small town charm and 
celebrate the agricultural history and culture of the community, culminating in 
the fair parade.  The Fair provides activities that can be enjoyed by people of all 
ages. Older community members will comment that they have been going to 
the Fair since they were children and look forward to it every year.

In recent years, new events such as Sounds & Sights on Thursday Nights, and 
the Sounds and Sights Festival have become staples in the community. Every 
Thursday night through the months of June, July, and August Sounds & Sights 
brings in various musical acts who play in a variety of venues throughout the 
downtown area. This gives people the opportunity to see live music and creates 
a reason to go downtown, shop in local stores, and eat at local restaurants. 
The Festival at the end of July serves as a community gathering opportunity, 
providing multiple attractions such as an art market, a classic car show and 
more, in addition to the numerous local and national musical acts. 

There are also other community events that take place throughout the year 
including the Chocolate Extravaganza, Smoke & Ale Fall Festival, , Maple 
Festival, vintage baseball games, Ghoultide Gathering, Wine Women and 
Shopping, and the Hometown Holiday & Light Parade. These family friendly 
events provide excellent opportunities for community members of all ages to 
get out in the community, engage in social interactions, and have unique and 
memorable experiences. Newer annual events provide different opportunities 
but are quickly becoming staples that people look forward to experiencing 
every year.

Community 
Events
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Events as 
Community 
Assets

In addition to providing entertainment and social engagement opportunities 
for community members, the City’s portfolio of community events provides 
an informal advertisement to attract residents and entrepreneurs to the 
community. Some people are attracted to a community with a vibrant 
entertainment environment, knowing that there are opportunities to engage 
in a variety of activities throughout the year. However, more importantly, 
these community events are bringing people into the City who might not 
have otherwise visited. By attracting additional customers to the area, events 
give potential residents and business owners the opportunity to experience 
Chelsea’s unique downtown when it is at its best. Chelsea has done a great 
job promoting its community assets and especially these events through the 
Chelseamich.com website, a partnership among the Chamber of Commerce, 
the City of Chelsea and the Downtown Development Authority. 

The City of Chelsea should continue to support community events. Maintaining 
positive and functional relationships between the City Government, the DDA, 
and the Chamber of Commerce has proven to be successful. The City should 
continue to foster this relationship. While the City has done a good job of 
providing an excellent venue for such festivals in the form of a beautifully 
maintained downtown with well-maintained sidewalks, public art, street trees, 
and other pedestrian facilities, residents have indicated that they would like 
to see additional amenities to support their visits to the Downtown. Among 
the amenities that were noted as beneficial, residents indicated permanent 
benches, accessible and available bathroom facilities, changing stations for 
babies, and water fountains. As described in the transportation chapter, the 
enhancement of safe and convenient pedestrian and bike facilities would 
promote the ability of locals to walk or bike downtown to events, helping to 
alleviate traffic congestion and parking issues at some of the busiest times.

In the Future Land Use section of this plan, a new future land use designation is 
indicated in the location of the fair grounds. This designation was placed there 
in order to have a future plan for the area in the event that the fair ever goes 
away from that location. As a community asset maintaining the fairground in 
its current location is an important part of the City’s history and culture and a 
great way to draw visitors into the City. The City should ensure the fair remains 
in its current location. 
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Chelsea’s recreational needs are served by a number of entities. The City has 
three community parks; Timber Town Park, Veterans Park/Weber Field, and 
Pierce Park. Washtenaw County maintains Pierce Lake, an 18-hole, public golf 
course, on the south end of town. There are a number of parks and recreation 
areas in the Townships surrounding Chelsea; The Chelsea School District 
owns and maintains most recreation facilities and provides for all recreation 
programing in the area through the Chelsea Area Education and Recreation 
Program. This program provides a variety of activities including youth sports, 
swimming lessons, adult classes, and more. 

The 2015-2019 Parks and Recreation Master Plan has inventoried, in more detail, 
existing parks and recreation facilities, opportunities in the community, and 
has identified community need. Through the planning process, a community 
survey identified a number of community needs and desires. Highlights among 
these include the need for a community pool, a community center, new play 
structures, and additional park land. The most important community need 
identified was non-motorized path facilities between park lands. 

Recreation 
Opportunities

Shared Use non-motorized pathway

Timbertown Park 

Chelsea High School Outdoor Sports facilities
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The existing parks in Chelsea are excellent community assets, however some 
are in need of upgrades. While serving the majority of outdoor recreation 
needs, it is recognized that they are isolated from many neighborhoods. 
Providing non-motorized connections between recreational areas in the City 
will go a long way to remove the isolation of the existing parks, the 2015 Parks 
Plan also recognizes that existing park land is currently deficient by almost 15 
acres according to traditional measurement standards for adequate park land. 
This deficiency will increase as the City’s population grows. 

Opportunities for the City to increase park land may come in the form of small 
parks within neighborhoods that would serve the residents in the immediate 
area. Furthermore, any new residential development must include park and 
recreation opportunities. This will enhance the attractiveness of neighborhoods 
to new young families as pocket parks tend to satisfy the needs of small 
children, while also providing a place for neighborhood engagement and a 
visually pleasant open space within neighborhoods. Pocket parks can also be 
incorporated into the downtown area to provide open space, gathering space, 
and greenspace, enhancing the attractiveness of the urban area. 

Other opportunities for park development include a “necklace” of public parks 
that connect with existing and planned non-motorized pathways. Chelsea 
should encourage adjacent townships to preserve open space and parkland in 
all new residential developments bordering the City. Ownership of dedicated 
land will be transferred to Chelsea at no cost. All residential development plans 
can be presented before the Chelsea Planning Commission for approval based 
on City and accessibility standards. 

The Parks and Recreation Plan identifies opportunities for additional park 
space. The City should continue to explore opportunities to acquire more 
park land within neighborhoods. Further, if commercial areas south of Old 
US 12 are redeveloped, open space in the form of small urban parks or plazas 
should be incorporated into the design of new developments. This is true for 
opportunity spaces as well. Open spaces in urban areas can be flexible in order 
to accommodate different open spaces needs such as additional space for 
events or festivals. 

Parks The existing parks in Chelsea are excellent community assets, however some
are in need of upgrades. While serving the majority of outdoor recreation 
needs, it is recognized that they are isolated from many neighborhoods.
Providing non-motorized connections between recreational areas in the City 
will go a long way to remove the isolation of the existing parks, the 2015 Parks
Plan also recognizes that existing park land is currently deficient by almost 15 
acres according to traditional measurement standards for adequate park land. 
This deficiency will increase as the City’s population grows. 

Opportunities for the City to increase park land may come in the form of small
parks within neighborhoods that would serve the residents in the immediate 
area. Furthermore, any new residential development must include park and
recreation opportunities. This will enhance the attractiveness of neighborhoods 
to new young families as pocket parks tend to satisfy the needs of small
children, while also providing a place for neighborhood engagement and a
visually pleasant open space within neighborhoods. Pocket parks can also be 
incorporated into the downtown area to provide open space, gathering space,
and greenspace, enhancing the attractiveness of the urban area. 

Other opportunities for park development include a “necklace” of public parks 
that connect with existing and planned non-motorized pathways. Chelsea 
should encourage adjacent townships to preserve open space and parkland in 
all new residential developments bordering the City. Ownership of dedicated 
land will be transferred to Chelsea at no cost. All residential development plans
can be presented before the Chelsea Planning Commission for approval based
on City and accessibility standards. 

The Parks and Recreation Plan identifies opportunities for additional park 
space. The City should continue to explore opportunities to acquire more
park land within neighborhoods. Further, if commercial areas south of Old 
US 12 are redeveloped, open space in the form of small urban parks or plazas
should be incorporated into the design of new developments. This is true for
opportunity spaces as well. Open spaces in urban areas can be flexible in order
to accommodate different open spaces needs such as additional space for
events or festivals.
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Community 
Center

The need for a community center has received much attention through both 
the community input during the Parks and Recreation Mater Planning process, 
as well as the Comprehensive Master Planning process.  It should be noted 
that while the School District does an excellent job of providing for community 
needs, high school and middle school sports take first priority for facilities. A 
community center could provide for additional recreation spaces including a 
community pool, potential additional indoor sports facilities, and additional 
space for programming. Additionally, the community has identified the need for 
more youth activities especially for teens. A community center could provide a 
venue for such activity. The City should continue to support the current efforts 
including the needs assessment currently underway to establish a Chelsea 
Community Center. 

Pedestrian and bike facilities are discussed in many contexts throughout this 
Master Plan. Perhaps one of the most recognizable applications for these 
facilities are for recreation and exercise. It is noted in the transportation 
chapter that active transportation can provide exercise as part of an 
individual’s daily routine. Often, sidewalks and trails are used for exercise in 
the evenings and weekends. These facilities serve multiple community goals 
and can be used by avid runners and bicyclists, as well as novices.  Walking 
is one of the most accessible and best forms of exercise for the older people 
if the walking infrastructure is available. In developing and enhancing the 
City’s non-motorized network, the City should pay close attention to ensuring 
connections are made to neighborhoods and the retirement communities. 

One of the reasons Chelsea has started to explore ways to better incorporate 
biking facilities into the community framework was the recognition that the 
bicycling community is often using Chelsea as a starting point or destination 
for rides through the surrounding nature preservation areas and countryside. 
There are currently several initiatives to develop and connect regional pathways 
to and through Chelsea. These include the Huron Waterloo Pathway and the 
Dexter Chelsea Pathway. The Non-motorized plan identifies opportunities to 
connect the City’s emerging pathway and biking system with regional paths, 
as well as provide efficient and safe connections to destinations within the City.

Through community surveys, it has been identified that community members 
are interested in additional commercial, recreation and entertainment 
opportunities for both young people and adults. As Chelsea continues to grow, 
there will be additional entertainment needs and opportunities that arise. 
Continuing to promote its assets and quality of life, the City will have increased 
attention from developers and business. The proposed form-based, mixed-
use districts will be a prime location for additional commercial recreation 
and entertainment venues. This will largely be driven by market demand. 
As discussed in the land use section of this document, zoning requirements 
must be carefully crafted to ensure that the design associated with new 
developments are consistent with the existing and intended character of the 
City. 

Non-Motorized 
Infrastructure

Future 
Recreation and 
Entertainment 
Opportunities


